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The genre of our short film is a coming-of-age because in our film, the brother and 
the sister do not get along at first, but, after seeing his little sister being bullied by 
kids older than her, he has a coming-of-age moment. He realizes that he should do something about those bullies 
because, even though they don't get along too well most of the time, they still love each other and she would do the 
same for him if he was in her situation. They are family and that's what family does for each other. In our film, we will be 
having a slow motion water fight scene, with the brother and his friends vs the kids bullying his little sister, which will be 
a bit similar to a student made music video of Muse's Knights of Sidonia by Calvin Sang where… which is something 
that we'd like to use because we want to have the effect of the water guns brought on by the slow motion.  
 
The conventions of our film makes it coming of age is the flashback; an experience at a time in your life which changes 
you in a significant way and having a young protatognists… 
In a short film that we watched, ‘I'm going to Mums, the little 8-year-old boy Jacob is the main part of the film, as he is 
trying to get his parents to get along even though they are going through a divorce and are living in different houses. The 
effect of this film is that it is solely based around the character of Jacob, who is an 8-year-old boy, so it is seen from a 
child's perspective and watching a child do all of these things in the film, which is quite different than if it was from an 
adult's perspective. I found lots of inspiration from the way that “I'm going to mums' was filmed, such as the filming from 
a short height to see the little boy, looking at things from his POV, which was his parents fighting and shutting each other 
out of their lives, and making the child the main part of each frame and shot, emphasising the fact that he is the main 
character. This will appeal to the target audience because they will identify with the characters of Theo and Clara even 
though they are so young. What really appeals with coming of age films is that they are made for teenagers and from 
their perspective so our idea will fit in with this.  Theo and Clara will be able to show the audience how much they mean 
to each other by the end of the film, which shows a definite change in their characters...  
 
… One other short film that we watched was the Be Careful With That Trilogy where a naughty mischievous little boy 
plays with an axe, then a staple gun and then a arrow gun, and the biggest effect of these short films is the suspense 
because you don't know what is going to happen to the little boy, and you want to hide your eyes, but at the same time, 
you want to see what's going to happen. In our short film, the brother and his friends decide to get back at the kids 
bullying his sister by ambushing them and having a water fight, in the hope that the bullies will run off, because they are 
just little kids after all. The suspense will come from when the kids are getting ready, putting lines of paint on their face, 
grabbing their ammo and guns, but the audience doesn't know and cannot see that they are grabbing water guns, so the 
audience will be anxious and waiting to see what they're going to do. If we can get all these different features found in 
these films and mix them together in our film, this will give us the desired result which is to create suspense and 
anticipation around the outcome for Theo and Clara.    
 
…  Our film is a coming-of age film because it has a flashback, the one from older Theo and Clara to younger Theo and 
Clara, a realization or experience that changes them and makes them grow up, when Clara is getting bullied and Theo 
sees, and a young protagonist or hero, which is Theo, because he ‘saves' his sister from the bullies and changes for the 
better. For example in the scene where… 
 
Another narrative aspect of our short film which is significant to coming of age films will be the flashfoward at the start 
and the end to show an older Clara and Theo reminiscing on this story. Blood is thicker than water, so no matter how 
much Theo doesn't get along with Clara, we want to show the audience that family means everything to him, therefore 
he will always stand up for and be there for his family over anything else. This appeal to the target audience because the 
audience will see Clara at the beginning with Theo and will want to see her get back at Theo because he has been so 
mean to her. And when the roles reverse, they will see her be stronger and that's when Theo knows that what he is 
going to do next is the right thing to do, to get his sister feeling better and to get them back to being closer again. 
The purpose of our short film is show our target audience of 16–17 year olds that bullying in general, but emphasis on 
teasing within little kids, is not okay at all, and to help the audience to relate to our coming-of-age film; because 
everyone at some point has had someone stand up for them, no matter what it is, and it would have made them feel very 
grateful and like they're not alone anymore. Our short film emphasizes the fact that bullying in any form is not okay, and 
should be stopped, and that even though you might have a part about you that may be different, or that is frowned upon 
by other people, that does not mean that it's okay for people to treat you badly for it. We are all different in our own 
special ways but, even if certain people don't want to be your friend or spend time with you,that does not mean that they 
can treat you badly. This will appeal to the target audience because bullying isn't tolerated in area, and if it is, then it 
should, because people will feel sorry for Clara, and when Theo stands up for her, they will hopefully be able to relate 
and feel thankful that Clara has someone like her big brother to stand up for her. The other purpose of our short film is to 
develop and show the relationship between a brother and sister, who in this film, are Theo and Clara. They start off not 
getting along so well, how most brothers and sisters are, but after Theo goes out of his way to stand up for her in front of 
those bullies, she knows that he is there for her, and cares about her. He will be there for her now no matter what, no 
matter what happens. And that's what we want to show. We want to show that Theo and Clara are brother and sister, 
and that one event changes their view on each other, and they become closer after that.  
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